
 
 

Guidelines for Applying Licenses to Your Software 
 

You can quickly and easily add a software license in MSD-LIVE by selecting options from a dropdown menu when 
you go to upload your datasets. This is an optional field, but we strongly encourage that you assign a license to 
protect you and your software and make sure you get credit for your work. To assist you in deciding what license 
you should apply to your software, please see the options below. This content is not legal advice but intended to 
provide general guidance. Some of these licenses, especially the permissive licenses, appear similar and can be 
used almost interchangeably. However, they have some minor differences that may matter to you as a 
researcher, so be sure to read the license text for specifics on each license. 
 

Best practices when selecting a license 
• Select a commonly used license to ensure the maximum re-usability of your work 

• Defer to funder or institution specific requirements about software licenses if they apply to your work 

• If they have no preference, consider a public domain dedication 

• To make re-use as likely as possible when you have options, choose a license which makes software 
available to the widest audience possible and allows the widest range of uses 

 

Copyleft License 
• GNU GPL: This license ensures that all future improvements to the software it licenses will be free. The 

permission to use, copy, alter, and distribute is granted to everyone who holds a copy of the program. A 
work licensed with GPL remains GPL licensed even if the work was altered. Additionally, combining a 
GPL licensed work with a work subject to a different license leads to the work falling entirely under the 
GPL. This license puts more restrictions on downstream users. 

 

Permissive Licenses 
• Apache 2.0: This license allows users to use the software for any purpose, to distribute it, to modify it, 

and to distribute modified versions of the software under the terms of the license. Unlike a "copyleft" 
license, Apache does not require a derivative work or modifications to the original to be distributed 
under the same license. 

• Modified BSD: BSD, or Berkeley Software Distribution, refers to a family of licenses—the most common 
is the 2-clause BSD. This license does not put requirements on redistribution and it does not require a 
derivative work or modifications to the original to be distributed under the same license. 

• MIT License: A very permissive license, requiring only the preservation of the copyright and license 
notices on derivatives. Licensed works, modifications, and larger works may be distributed under 
different terms and without source code. 

 

Public Domain Dedication 
• CC0: This license is a Creative Commons license and is suitable for dedicating copyright for software to 

the public domain. The CC0 license places the associated work in the Public Domain. This means that the 
author has waived all rights to the work and others can use, modify, or distribute the work as they like 
without sharing source code or the licensing information. Users can also change the license on 
derivative software products. This license is great at making software available to the widest audience 
possible and allows the widest range of uses. 


