
 
 

Guidelines for Applying Licenses to Your Data 
 

You can quickly and easily add a license in MSD-LIVE by selecting options from a dropdown menu when you go 
to upload your datasets. This is an optional field, but we strongly encourage that you assign a license to protect 
you and your data and make sure you get credit for your work. To assist you in deciding what license you should 
apply to your dataset, please see the options below. This content is not legal advice but is intended to provide 
general guidance. You can find more information about Creative Commons licenses, including the CC0, here: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/. More information about Public Domain Dedications licenses is available 
here: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/.  
 

Best Practices 
• Select a commonly used license to ensure the maximum re-usability of your work. 

• If your funder or institution has specific requirements about licenses, defer to their requirements. 

• If they have no preference, consider a public domain dedication. 

• Alternatively, if your discipline commonly uses a specific license, consider applying that license. 

• To make re-use as likely as possible when you have options, choose a license which makes data available 
to the widest audience possible and allows the widest range of uses. 

 

Creative Commons Licenses 
• CC-BY: This license allows others to share and adapt the work in any way, so long as they give 

appropriate credit to the creator. 

• CC BY-SA: This license allows others to share and adapt the work, so long as they give appropriate credit 
to the creator and distribute the material under the same license as the original.  

• CC BY-ND: This license allows others to share the original work, so long as they give appropriate credit to 
the creator and do not distribute material that has been remixed, transformed, or built upon.  

• CC BY-NC: This license allows others to share and adapt the work, so long as they give appropriate credit 
to the creator and don’t use the material for commercial purposes. 

• CC BY-NC-SA: This license allows others to share and adapt the work, so long as they give appropriate 
credit to the creator, don’t use the material for commercial purposes, and distribute the material under 
the same license as the original. 

• CC BY-NC-ND: This license allows others to share the original work, so long as they give appropriate 
credit to the creator, do not distribute material that has been remixed, transformed, or built upon, and 
don’t use the material for commercial purposes. 

 

Public Domain Dedications 
• Public domain dedications mean that the author has waived all rights to the work and other cans use, 

modify, or distribute the work without asking permission. It is common to publish a non-binding 
suggestion for best practices in attribution and ask to be cited. 

• Public domain dedications have two major benefits. First, it makes data available to the widest audience 
possible and allows the widest range of uses. Secondly, when data requiring citations is blended with 
similarly licensed data, attribution stacking can occur and present issues. 

• Two commonly used public domain dedications are the CC0 from Creative Commons and the Public 
Domain Dedication and License (PDDL) from Open Data Commons. PDDL is intended mainly for use with 
databases. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/

